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INTRODUCTION 


Reading and writing Arabic 

Arabic writing seems daunting at first sight, but it doesn’t have to be. 
This book attempts to take the mystique out of it. You learn the alphabet 
in stages, practising each new letter or combination of letters many times 
before moving on to the next; at the same time you fit the letters into 
useful words and phrases seen everywhere in any Arab environment. 

This book is actual; you learn to read and write today’s Arabic. And you 
learn through practice, from the start. 

That said, nobody can promise that when you have finished this book 
you’ll be able to read a newspaper article, or write a report. That requires 
a knowledge of Arabic grammar going beyond our immediate scope. But 
you will be able to read and understand important signs and directions - 
even better, you will know what sort of words to expect. You will also 
be able to read and understand many newspaper headlines, and to write 
everything you can read. 

The Arabic language 

Arabic is a world language. It is the official language, or one of the 
official languages, of nineteen countries spread across Saharan Africa 
and most of the Middle East. It is also one of the official languages of the 
United Nations. Arab culture has a high reputation, and is studied at 
countless universities in the western world. 

Words in Arabic are built on a ‘root’ of three (occasionally four) 
consonants, which contain the basic idea underlying all the words made 
from the root. An example is the root consisting of the three consonants 
k t b, which has the basic idea of writing. From this root Arabic makes; 

■ the verb katab to write 

■ the noun katib for writer 

■ maktub for written or for letter 

■ kitaba for the action of writing 

■ maktab for office, or the place where one writes 

■ kitab for book 

■ maktaba for library or bookshop, and so on. 
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The words may have bits added on. or may change internally, but you 
still find the three root consonants, all present and always in the same 
order, throughout all the derivatives. 

This is of enormous help. It means that if you know one Arabic word of a 
particular root, you can make an intelligent guess at the meaning of a 
previously unknown word showing that root. 

Spoken Arabic varies from place to place. It is not normally written 
down (there is not even an agreed way to spell it), and it is never used 
for formal or official written communication. 

But written Arabic is the same throughout the Arab world. The Cairo 
newspaper al-’ahram (The Pyramids ) is read with ease in Casablanca, at 
the other end of North Africa. This is the Arabic found on all signs, 
notices, advertisements and so on. and it has a standard pronunciation. 
This is the form of Arabic which we are about to explore. 

The Arabic alphabet 

First, some essential principles on which the Arabic alphabet is based. 
Refer back here if you are in doubt later: 

■ The writing runs from right to left <- 

■ There are no capital letters. 

■ Short vowels (the sounds a as in English man,i as in English pin, 
and u as in English put ) are mostly not written; we usually have to 
infer them from the context. 

■ Printed Arabic is originally an imitation of handwriting. Most of 
the letters (called joined letters’) are joined to the letter following 
them in the same word. A few letters (‘disjoined letters’) are never 
joined to the letter following them. 

All this sounds complicated. It is not. Don’t attempt to remember it now; 
it will become familiar as you read and write. 

How to use this book 

This is a participative book. You have to do a geat deal of reading and 
writing. You learn, and remember, by doing. 

Arm yourself at the outset with a solid exercise book with lined paper. 
Do all your writing in this exercise book. You should also write out your 
vocabulary somewhere permanent, whether in the back of this exercise 
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Unit 14 

This unit gives you some important geographical vocabulary for the 
Arab world, and a map. 

Unit 15 

Go carefully through the general reading test in this unit, checking 
your performance with the key and going back into the book where 
necessary. 

Key to Tests 
This is self-explanatory. 

Vocabularies 

The preamble to this section explains how to use these. 

Index 

The Index lists alphabetically all the technical topics covered (e.g. 
Construct, Noun. Participle), showing where each is found. 

Pocket Card 

This is found at the end of the book, and its use is explained there. 





In this unit you will learn 

H six common letters, with their pronunciation, 

■ when and how to join these letters, 

■ something about the stress’ of a word. 

■ words which you can read and write, using the six letters 

General 

Before starting this unit, be sure to read the Introduction; the section 
entitled ‘The Arabic alphabet’ is important for understanding the terms 
■sed below. 


Letters 

1 


TV first and commonest letter of the alphabet is I , called alif It 
•presents: 

■ at the beginning of a word: any of the short vowel sounds a-, u-, 
i- (like a in English ant , u in English put , and i in English ink , 
respectively). 

I ■ in the middle of a word, a long vowel sound -S-. Imagine 
pronouncing man, in English, but drawing the vowel out: 
ma-a-an, 

■ at the end of a few words: short -a. 

laBf is a so-called disjoined’ letter, that is. it is never joined to the 
fcBowing letter. 

rests on the line of writing, but is tall’ like a European /. Write this 
fc*er several times, starting at the right of the page: <_ <_ 


i y y i y i 1....1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 \ 1 1 1 1 1 
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| alif madda 

alif with a stroke over it represents long £ (see paragraph 1 above) at the 
beginning of the word. This variant of alif is called alif madda. 

Write this letter several times; first the downstroke. then the head:...<- <- 

T I .! T 1 1 1 1 1 1 

T 1 1 T TIT ill 


• • 

ba 

O J 

t£ 

o J 

Iba 


The sounds b, t and lh (soft, like th in think, the transcription is 
underlined to show that it is a single sound) are written respectively with 
the letters called ba, t£ and Ih£ (see paragraph 1 for the pronunciation of 
a). These letters are all shallow', i.e. they all rest on the line of writing, 
and are not ‘tall’ like alif. 

These are joined’ letters, that is. they are joined to any letter following 
them in the same word. Each letter has two possible forms, the short form 
is used at the beginning or in the middle of a word, and the longer form 
(the ‘full’ form) when the letter stands at the end of the word, or alone. 

You will note that the three letters are identical but for the dots. These are 
an integral part of the letter, just as they are in English i or j. The dot(s) lie 
over or under the beginning of the short form, and over or under the 
middle of the long form. In all dotted letters the stroke is written first ( «- 
right to left), then the dot or dots. 

These are the printed and typed forms. In normal handwriting, two dots 
usually become a dash -, and three dots something like a circumflex 
accent A . Write a line of each letter, first with the dots as in print, then as 
in normal handwriting. 
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Start at the right 


o 



-f 



»-* 

•— * 

-< 

J 



-< 

J 

£j 

— ’ 

O 

J 

. o 

• 

D 

. 7 


J 


m 

j 



A 

W 


A 


A 

» 

•> 

j 


e- 

J 


* 

> 


We can now write a few words. I is always written downwards except in 
its middle form, i.e. when joined to a previous letter; then it is written 
upwards. Remember that it is never joined to the following letter, that is, 
to its left. Remember also, as was said in the Introduction, that short 
middle and short final vowels are not normally written. Note the 
difference in height between alif (tall) and ba-ta-fta (shallow). 

Read and write (starting at the right, remember): <- 

.fcwj'.\.....A r »l ab father* %J\ ab August 

Sklh^th furniture Gjff.lf... t# bab door* 

..Ci-V V (habit firm, solid 

■ There is no word for a or an in Arabic, so for example cjI ab means 
either father or a father, and »->L bab either door or a door. 


Short vowel rule: Short vowels (a, i, u) in the middle or at the end of 
a word are not normally written. In a few words final alif is written 
f°L short -a. 


4 Stress 

Think of the English word production ; its middle vowel u is pronounced 
more strongly than the rest of the word. We say the u is stressed. 

In books teaching English as a foreign language, the stress is sometimes 




marked with an accent (production ). We shall use this device in 
transcription in the first five units of this book: you see this in athaih and 
tidbit above. 

Exercise 1 Match these words with their sound and their meaning 
given in the list below. The first one is done for you: 

(a) father (bjt-il (c)£itfl (d)ul 

a&ath ab. bab; door, furniture, August. 

Exercise 2 In Exercise 1, mark the ilifs which are pronounced long, a. 

Exercise 3 Write the word bab door. Why is the first ba written 
differently from the last one? And why isn’t the whole word joined 
up? 

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below. 


5 • * 

5 j -> nun 

We write the sound n with the joined letter nun (n as in English, long u 
like u in English truth). This letter has a short form used at the beginning 
or in the middle of a word, and a full form used at the end of the word, or 
when the letter stands alone. The dot is an integral part of the letter. The 
short form differs from ba (paragraph 3 above) only in the position of the 
dot, while the full form starts just above the line of writing and swoops 
below it and up again. We can call it a 'deep' shape. In handwriting, the 
dot of full-form nun often takes the form of a hook on the curve itself: gj 

Write several examples of nun. fust as in print, i.e. with a dot on the full 
form; then with a hook on that form as in normal handwriting: «— <— 

••• 0 O V * 

. CJ i. o * O * 

Now read and write more words with the five letters we know (from the 
right): *-*- 


V.^.1 ibn son 


uJ bint daughter, girl 



^ ^na / «-e*\ CJl 2nta you 

\*f. .OL banat daughters ... vV oU nabat vegetation 

.\lways write your words, don’t draw or trace them. Don't grip the pen 
tightly, and think ahead about what you are writing, so that you 
anticipate which form of the coming letters you are going to use. 


iS -i y* 

The joined' letter yS represents: 

■ at the beginning of a word: the consonant y- (like English y in 
year). 

■ in the middle of a word: either the consonant -y- (see above), or 
the long vowel -I- (like i in English machine), or the vowel- 
combination -ay- (like ay in English day). 

■ at the end of a word, the long vowel -I (see above). 

The letter y3 is never pronounced like the vowel-sound y in English 

my. 

Like the ba-ta-titf group which we learned earlier, this letter has a 
shallow short form used at the beginning or in the middle of a word, and a 
full form at the end if the word, or when the letter stands alone. The short 
form is identical to tf except that its two dots are below; its full form has a 
deep shape and is quite different, swooping below the line and up again. 
Write yS several times, first with dots and then in the handwritten form, 
with a dash: 

W - ^ -* ^ -t 

-<S t </■ i cf £ 

More words. Read and write (remember that initial ya must be y-, middle 
ya can be -y-,-1- or -ay-, while final ya is -I): 

bayttyn two houses 


...CS*** £ w bayt house 
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iflin^yn two oLLj binay^t buildings 

^ % 

^JT***. cA~^ bintiyn two daughters/girls 


In their short forms, the letters^ J w J j are called 'toothed letters' - 
the form.* is a ‘tooth’. 

When full-form is preceded by one or more toothed letters, there are 
special handwritten shapes, which you should always use even if they are 
not present in print: 

tooth + final \S : if tee,h + ^ if* 

Read and write: 

..£^.1.^1 Abi my father 3^. f^l ban^tl my daughters 
^ U V.^JLL y&bSni Japanese bintl my daughter 

ibnl my son b6ytl my house 

(Remember to pronounce the stress on the vowel marked with an 
accent: 6bi.) 


Exercise 4 Match each of the following words with its sound and its 
meaning. The first one is done for you: 

(a) Cw bayt house (b) (c)OLL* (d)^! 

binay£t. binti. ibni. buildings, my son, my daughter. 

Exercise 5 Write all the Arabic words you know which (a) begin with 
I or I, or (b) end in ^ , or (c) have j in them. Expressions with the 
additional meaning my or two do not count. 

The answers to these exercises are given after this paragraph. 


You will recall that ..w ya at the beginning of the word gives the sound 
y-. We also know that initial ...Ulif represents a short initial vowel. Note 
now that any word beginning with a long vowel or a vowel- 
comhination in pronunciation must be introduced in writing by ilif, 
which itself then has no sound. So initial I- or ay- is written .. -J (the <Uif 
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being silent). Read and write: 

6yna where 

Initial long vowel rule: Any long vowel or vowel-combination 
beginning a word must be introduced by £lif in writing; the dlif 
I itself is then not pronounced. 

Answers to Exercises 

Exercise 1 (b)cJ ZbAugusr, (c) &[ j\ ath&th furniture, (d)s^l bSb 
door. 

Exercise 2 The words are are cj , and v^L. The other dlifs are 
short, pronounced a. 

Exercise 3 The letter w ba has the long form at the end of the word, 
and the short form at the beginning or in the middle. And the word 
isn't joined up completely because it has to break after I silif which is 
■ever joined to the next letter, i.e. it is a disjoined letter. 

Exercise 4 (b) ( ^ binti my daughter (c)Oltj binayit buildings 
'dj^l ibni my son. 

I Exercise 5 The total list studied so far (in order of appearance) is: 

(b) ^1 JCj I Ul CJl I t-jl (a) 

^ ^ UJ-j I Oli uL Lit CJl ^1 uij(c) 

If you got more than 12 out of the whole 18, you did well. If you 
scored below 9, it would be a good idea to re-read the unit and note 
what you missed. 

Tests 

1 Write the letters as a word. For example, (a) O ^ is v"- ; ; 

J j V 1 ( c > j iS & *r* (b) O ^ (a) 

^•vu(e) ^ ^ I & I (d) 

2 Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1 . For example, (a) is 

bayt. 



oL<(a) 

oikd) 


3 Read aloud. For example, (a) is bandt: 

^’LLfc) 05^1 (b) 

^><e) 

4 Write. For example, (a) is ^1 : 

(a) ibni (b) bintayn (c) binayatl 

(d) b&bayn (e) ayna (f) alhalhi 

5 Read the words. What is the sound of each I in each example? 
Explain why. For example, in (a) ^1 ibn it is i. because here I stands 
for the short vowel i: 

yf (c) ( b > v>jl (a) 

(e) uL (d) 


Review 

lx this unit we studied six letters (plus one variant), five of them 
extremely common. You learned 

■ that £lif at the beginning or a word either stands for a short 
vowel (a, i, u) or introduces a long vowel I or a vowel- 
combination ay, 

■ that dlif m£dda always represents long a, 

■ the important difference between short and long vowels, 

■ that short vowels (a, i, u) in the middle or at the end of a word 
are not usually written, though final 41if sometimes expresses 
short -a, 

■ the important difference between ‘joined’ and ‘disjoined’ 
letters. 

■ the difference between ‘tali’, ‘shallow’ and ‘deep’ written 
shapes. 

■ all the ‘toothed’ letters, including how to write final yS after a 
tooth and after teeth. 

■Tou have practised reading and writing joined letters j, 

m full and short forms, also taking account of tall, shallow and deep 

[You have read and written 22 different words out of many more 
which are now within your grasp. 

[Tbere is a lot in this first unit; that is because with any fewer than 
wese six letters you would get fewer than ten words, and who wants 
kt? You have made your first encounter with this writing system 
Iwfcich is totally different from that of any European language, don’t 
|ke surprised or discouraged if it looks tough. Go back and read 
mrough the unit again, and pick up anything that baffled you the 


first time. Don’t look for immediate perfection. Keep going; things 
•ill get clearer, and you will gain confidence, as we advance. 





In this unit you will learn 

■ three more letters, also very common, with their pronunciation. 

■ words which you can read and write, using these letters, 

■ how to write doubled letters. 

■ how to express the. 


Letters 
1 

The letter called lam represents the sound /. Pronounce it light, as in 
English leaf, not dark as in wall, lam looks like a European handwritten 
l written in the opposite direction, lam is a joined* letter; the short and 
full forms are used exactly like those of any other joined letter, e g. -i 
ba which we already know. However, both forms of lam are tall*, while 
the full form is also deep*, with a swoop. 

* Look again at Unit 1 for the meaning of these terms, if you are unsure. 
Write this letter several times: short form tall, full form both tall and deep: 



j J J -> J J 

J X J d J 

You might think that aiif and the short form of lam get confused; in 
practice this is not so. aiif is disjoined, lam is joined, and there is never 
confusion. Look, for example, at thaiiih ‘third' below. Read and write. 

...CfcJ,]? ^ wm third li to me. for me 


lubnani Lebanese jLJ lubnan Lebanon 

JJ ibil camels 


The combination lam + aiif has special forms. In print and type, the aiif 
is sloped and joins the lam at the latter s middle. In handwriting, we 
break the joint, and may either slope the aiif or leave it upright. In both 
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cases, the £lif is written downwards. Look at the following forms: 


not following a joined letter 
following a joined letter 


handwriting 

^ D 
U- IX 


print and type 

V 

X 


Imitate one of the handwritten forms in each case. 

Head and write (choose which form you prefer): 

O ...£&S flialdih three w?. oVl alat tools 

la no 

You will never see the form ( U) in correctly written Arabic, whether in 
handwriting or print. 


The break in the connection of him-*lif in handwriting does not mean 
Aat the Ifim has suddenly become a disjoined letter; it is merely a 
peculiarity of handwritten style. 


r 


mim 


The sound m (as in English me) is written with the letter called mim. 
This letter is joined. Its two forms are used exactly as are the two forms 
a* the other joined letters. Its short form is shallow, while the full form is 
ieep with a straight downward tail. The bead' of both forms rests on 
fce line of writing. 

When mim is not joined to a preceding letter (i.e. to its right), its bead 
am be written clockwise or anticlockwise. Write this letter several times 


r 

r 


r 

r 


o- 


r 

f 


o- 


and write (the bead can go either way round): 

from amain in front of 

when joined to a preceding letter, the mim is approached from the 




top, and written anticlockwise Q This gives us special combinations 
after certain letters, which may or may not be used in print, but which are 
always used in handwriting. Write the handwritten forms: 


handwriting pr i nt an d fy pe 


tooth + mlm 

r 

~’\i 

teeth + mim r ~ 

V 

r 


ISm + mim ^ J* 

r* 

-JU 

mim + mim ^ j. 

r 

—V 

Now read and write: 



tamam perfect 

cK ^ 

naml ants 

^lll almani German 

Pr*' 

4ntum you 


Exercise 1 Match these words with their sound and their meaning 
given in the list below. The first one is done for you: 

(a)^lllalmSnl German (b (c)£jtf (d)vl»^lj 

Uialilh Uialaih. lumiim. perfect. third, three. 

Exercise 2 Complete the word with the right form of lSm-*lif: 

no... ( C ) 0...1(b) O..J(a) 

Exercise 3 The consul has got the nationalities mixed. Sort them out. 

^(d) ^U(c) ^LL(b) JU|( a ) 

Japanese. Lebanese. Libyan. German: almSni, ftbl.yflbfinl. lubnani 
(One of these words is new, but you can handle it.) 

fhe answers to these exercises follow paragraph 5 below. 



The letter called wow is deep and disjoined (you know what that means 
now). It has only one form, with a half-swoop downwards and along 
only, not up. Write it several times, starting with the ring written 
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vise Q- and resting on the line of writing: 

J J J 

J > J 


J 


J 

j 


J 

J 


TW letter wow represents the following sounds: 

F ■ at the beginning of a word: the consonant w- (like w in English 
weak). 

■ in (he middle of a word: either die consonant -w- (see above) or 
the long vowel -a- (like « in English r ruth), or the vowel- 

combinations -on- (as in English soul ♦) or -ow- (as in English 
now). * 

L 9 * tthe end of a word: ** ,on 8 y owel -fl (see above) or, in a few 
words, -ow (see above). 

The letter wow is never pronounced like u in English union. 

J * The pronounciation ou is not officially correct; the vowel- 
comb, nauon should sound ow. But in certain words even educated 
Arabs read ,t aloud as ou except in very formal circumstances. We 
I sail show it as it sounds in ordinary reading aloud. 

took back to Uni, 1, paragraph 6. the description of yS. very similar to 
description given above for wow. Both letters are used to represent a 

-nant, or a long vowel, or a vowel-combination, in corresponding 
itions 6 

' WrUe (rcmcmb er that initial wow must be w-, middle wow can 
he -w-. -u-. -ou- or -ow-. and final wow is -u- or. less often, -ow-). 

iftanawi secondary ; j wa and 

f yOUm ^ • o X & loan colour 

yiiliyd July Jfji-jjjt yQnjyu June 

oj* mamnun grateful buyut homes 

iU "*1*^ tamwil financing 

back in Unit 1, paragraph 6. we recorded the fact that any word 
•ung with a long vowel or a vowel -combination in pronunciation 


I 

must be introduced in writing by ilif, which itself then has no sound. 

This applies to the sounds u-. ou- and ow- beginning a word: all these 
sounds in this situation are written ...jl (the alif being silent). 

Read and write: 

ow or 

4 Doubled Letters 

When we have two identical letters separated by a vowel (long or short), 
then we write both letters: in the word j jit grateful (shown above) we 
have two examples: (m + short vowel + m) and (n + long vowel + n). 
Whether the vowel is short and unwritten or long and written makes no 
difference: there is a vowel, and the two identical letters are shown. 

But when we have a doubled letter, i.e. two identical letters with no 
intervening vowel, we write only one letter. Read and write: 

Xttf JjLf muma thth il representative .^j jV. J jl $wwal first 


Doubled Letter Rule. Letters which are sounded double (i.e. with no 
intervening vowel) are written single. 


Although we write the doubled letter single, it is most important to 
pronounce it doubled, i.e. hold it for longer than normal. Imagine saying 
butter as but-ter. The two words shown above then sound as if they 
were transcribed dw-wal and mumaUi*Ulil This is the correct 
pronunciation. 

Think of the double -nn- in innumerable. If you know Italian, you have 
no problem; think of the double tt- in citta. 

There is a way of showing doubled letters in script. It is the sign called 



This sign, which is not a letter of the alphabet, can be written above any 
letter to show that it is doubled. I say ‘can be’ as it is often left out; but 
since sh&dda is so useful we shall use it for the rest of this book. You 
should always write it where appropriate. 







" and write, distinguishing single letters from doubled: 

„ a a ^ J li-man whose 

LT* mum^lhlhil representative miflil like 

tall hill 


e 4 Put shadda wherever appropriate, and pronounce the 
The first one is done: 

the meaning of each word. The first is representative. 
answers to this exercise follow paragraph 5 below. 


Definite Article - The 

important word the is called the definite article , or more simply the 
We use it before a noun (i.e. a word denoting a person, place, 
r idea). In Arabic, it takes the form ..Jl al-, which is always 
to the word which it defines', i.e. makes definite. We show it 
a hyphen; you should pronounce the whole thing as one word. 
end write: 


al-bayt the house 

tSeVjy oL*JI al-banat the daughters 


article is used in Arabic more often than is the in English; it is 
y common with geographical terms, and with words used in a 
or universal meaning. 
end write these examples: 


L J\. jLUl al-vaban ('the') Japan 

Ojil al-mowt ( the’) death (i.e. in general) 


* its normal pronunciation. But when the defined word begins with a 
pronounced with the tip or near-tip of the tongue, the I merges 
‘tbe technical term is assimilates to’) that sound, producing a 
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doubled sound. The spelling slays the same. Look carefully first at the 
spelling and pronunciation of the following expressions, then read and 
write them We show the doubled letter with §h2dda: 

at-tall (not a/-. . . ) the hill 

at-til4l the hills 

an-nil the Nile 

ath-lhaltth the third one 

al-loun the colour 

al-lubn£nl the Lebanese (person) 

There are fourteen letters which have this effect on the I of the article. So 
far we have learned four of them: O . <1j , j and J . The fourteen letters 
concerned are called by the Arabs ‘sun letters'. We shall point out the 
remaining ten sun letters as we meet them. The important thing to 
remember is that in such words we pronounce as double the first letter of 
the defined word, dropping the I of the article in pronunciation but not 
in spelling. 

* Two letters I written together, even though there is no intervening 
vowel. This is an exception to the rule about doubled letters. 

You will also have noticed that the article .. Jl never affects the stress of 
the word, and never takes the stress itself. 

One final note: the .. Jl of ^lil German is not the article; it is part of the 
word itself. We leam in Unit 3 how to add the article to a word like this. I 

Exercise 5 Make each word definite with the article. Write your 
answer, then match it with the transcription and the meaning. The first 
one is done: 

(a)uj al-bavt the house (b)jif (c)Jo* (d)C*U 

an-nabat. at-tamwil. al-muma thth i I: (the) financing, 
the representative, the vegetation. 


*JS" 

Ji&A j£ii 

0^' -ojUI 
JUU\ UJI 
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£«rcise 6 In your answers to Exercise 5. underline the articles whose 
[ *“ Umlales t0 a sun letter at the beginning of the defined word. 

P**** 7 Why ^ 1 . V >yS • f and j so-called moon’ letters, i.e. not 
lletlers? (Pronounce them, and you will see - or rather, feel - why.) 

[ Ike answers to these exercises are immediately below. 

Answers to Exercises 

ttercise 1 (b^tftamam perfect (c) IhSlilh third 
• Lha lath three 

■kVLise 2 (a)«<^ (b)*>b)\ ( C ) 

[Exercise 3 (a) ^Jli ! almSni German (bJ^’LL yfibini Japanese 
C ✓ ^ ,ubn ^ 1 Lebanese (d) Ubi Libyan 

Licrcise 4 (a) J*/ mumanubil representative (b) tamwil 
nn *’ (C) A[ *wwal/iw. (d) jjX mamnOn grateful 
ose 5 (b) jijl al-mumiUllbil the representative (b) 

■wfl (the) financing (d)oLJI an-nabat the vegetation 
“*« 6 (c) (d) Olill 

ase 7 Because they are not pronounced with the tip or near-tip 
the tongue. p 


Tests 


Write the letters as a word. For example, (a) J j J J| is J^| : 

Jjj r oJl(b) JjjJl(a) 

j j j ^ r ( c) Jkd) 

Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1. For example, (a) is 

an-nil. 


Read aloud. For example, (a) is Iubn4ni 

^Li)l(c) J^l(b) 

JJI(c) 


(a) 



4 Write. For example, (a) is 

(a) al-libf (b) muma lhth il3yn (c) at-tamwfl 

(d) an-nfl6yn* (e)ow (f)al-yabSni 

(* ie Ae Blue and the White. They meet at Khartoum.) 

5 In the following list, the words v>\oUI\^l form a group as 
they all denote family relationships. Assemble the other logical 
groups, and say why their words belong together: 

'Jjl «yl ._*J* .OUI i^JUf . JUI 

‘V* .OlLJI , yj y .^'1*1 

Review 

In this Unit we studied three common letters and one special sign 
called sbddda. You learned also 

■ how to read and write the special forms of l£m-4lif, 

■ how to join the letter mlm, 

■ how to write doubled letters. 

■ how to express the article the, and how to pronounce it. 

You have had more practice with tall, shallow and deep shapes. 

Hopefully you have also become a little more fluent in reading and 
writing, and you probably now find writing the other way round' 
less strange. 



#ds unit you will leam 

■ a very important non-alphabetical sign. 

■ more about the article the, 

to *ree more letters, plus one variant, with their pronunciation. 

■ more words, 

■ bow to make ‘feminine' words. 




aen to someone say emphatically: ‘absolutely awful’. You will 
catch of the breath before each of the a’s. We could represent it 
i apostrophe: ' absolutely 'awful. 

called a ‘glottal stop’, the glottis being that part of the throat 
aops or releases breath when we speak. The stop is written in 
with a non-alphabetical sign called hdmza: 


hdmza 


; never joined to anything. Write it several times: 


* * 


9 * 5 


simple enough, but it is used in many ways. You will see it in 
^■mnng guises: 

Inftove or below dlif: I I , 

■l^ove wow. or yd without its dots: j J [j , 

B «mdmg alone, on or near the line of writing: » . 

chapters have been written about the correct writing of hdmza 
s, it is sufficient if we leam to pronounce the glottal stop 
see the sign * . We transcribe it with an apostrophe: ’ . 


words apparently beginning with a vowel, such as ab. in 
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fact begin with a glottal stop. The writing often marks it with h&mza. but 
it is equally often ignored. 

For clarity, from now on in this book we shall sjiow initial hdmza on the I 
Arabic of all words which have it, thus: t— »l . We shall continue to I 
transcribe without the apostrophe. 

You should continue to write without initial h£mza; that is always 
acceptable. 

In the middle or at the end of a word, however, the h£mza is always I 
written, and you should write it, too. 

One last point: I £lif m£dda is deemed to have an in-built’ h£mza. so 
while the stop is pronounced, no further’ h2mza is written. 


Read and write: 


. # % l • 

/ W Y> U anbd’ news (items) W U n^ba’ news item 

nS’im asleep .... <1)1^!.. ‘al-’an now 

+ • t 

... tanAbbu' forecast ... UhunST double 


Ol>\ /fll ‘al -’an now 


Definite Article (continued) 

2 In Unit 2 we learned the article ..Jl : C*-J I .J-J I . 

When we attach the article to a word beginning with h£mza. the h£mza 
has to be written (unless we have Alif mddda. in which the h£mza is 
already present). We can leave out the h£mza at the beginning of a [ 
word, but not once an article is added, since the hAmza is now in the 
middle of the word. The article itself has no h£mza. 

Read and write: 

al-’ab the father oi father 

. J/yi al-’ibil the camels JJ camels 

$ • UVI al-'antaT the news items.. *.ii\ *ui news items I 


al-'alat the tools 


V oVI tools 
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Be words begin with vowels which are deemed to have no stop, i.e. 
hamza Read and write the two already known to us: 

sl*ibn the son son 

al-ithnayn the two JUal two 


1 


of one letter 

A few important words consist of one letter. Read and write: 


C J I* to, for v-j bi with, by, in . y j wa and 

a rule that one-letter words are written as part of the next word, e g.: 

li-banat for girls ... Se\j LI j wa-’Sna and l 

we transcribe with a hyphen for clarity. The article .. Jl itself does 
begin with a hamza but with a so-called ‘weak’ vowel, that is, a 
which is dropped when another vowel precedes it This happens 
a one-letter word is added to the article. 

mmd write: 


(k.WV... jLU^ bi-l-yaban (not bi-al-) in Japan 

■ •••• wa-n-nll and the Nile 

the word J (see above) is added to the article, the silif of the 
is dropped in writing too: 

cJ>W4J. oUJJ li-|-banat to/for (the) girls 

li-t-tamwil/or (the) financing 




4c not. however, write more than two consecutive identical letters, 
when the expression seems to demand more Read and write: 

w 

li-l-lubnam /or the Lebanese (man) 
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Exercise 1 Write these words with the definite article, and pronounce 
them: 

Jji (e) vJ(d> •U(c) JJ (b) ^UI(a) 
Fit the meanings to your answers: the first, the news, the camels, the | 
German, the father. 

Exercise 2 Add J to your answers to Exercise 1 in writing. Give the | 
meaning. Then fit the pronunciation to your answers: 

li-l-’anbd’.li-U’ab. li-l-'almanl. li-l-’dwwal. li-l-’ibil 

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below. 


Letters 

4 


ft 

A" 

-r + 


ha 


By far the most complicated letter in this alphabet, ha represents 
sound h (as in English he). The h is sounded wherever you see the letter, 
even at the end of a word, unlike English, ha is a joined letter, shalk 
except in one case, with several possible forms: 

■ > at the beginning of a word or after a disjoined letter. 

■ *-f or in the middle of a word after a joined letter, 

■ A- or * .*» at the end of a word after a joined letter, 

■ * at the end of a word after a disjoined letter, or when stanc 
alone. 

* The middle form .4 is little used in handwriting, and the final fc 
a— is not used m print or typing. 

Let us take this letter in stages. Everything rests on the line of writ 
except for the downward tick of . Write first several initial letters h£ 


Jt> .... 

Now the handwritten middle form: 


-V* -"V 
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tW ° fu,al fonns - ^ used in handwriting: 


[fatally the isolated' form: 


*- A 




and write: 

Mya she 

— « 

[ hamm important 


- htfwa 


r f.. ^ humthey 

,hUmim a " en, ‘ on tj v'^v niha*| final 

, ^ Unhlh wttrmn, *!*]. , U , intibih ^ 

r (h* & SLOWDOWN, road s,gn) 

( word with lift ia spelt hregularly. Note: all! allfth God 

r— ^ 

di a ^,: , ,;;ir phat :' ,ca : le,ttr but »- - 

■ found only at the end of T™ ^ ’ WhiCh means bound 
-ords 'fe^i« Af« r “ d “ — *> make 

Jwidt.fi, give. dtecombhuCt"'^ S °" nd '* 

■re frequently left off; in print, never ' dWnU "» the 

No panic. WeThTe^^^^ >*> 

T* ^ corn Paring the ‘masculine’ (‘ m ’) and W • . ... 

of words known to you: d fenunine Cf.’) 
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grateful: txf* (“•• of a man or boy) 


mamnOna (f., of a woman or girl) 


important: 

La hamma(f.) 

fU (m.) 

third: 

ii)\2 tttflilha (f.) 


Japanese: 

vabaniya (f.) 

(m) 

Carm/IN • 

ijUl almaniva (f.) 

lii (m.) 

* 

UCf Mtlfl 

Lebanese: 

aJUJ lubninlya (f.) 

(m.) 


The ending -lya carries the stress of the word, as shown. 


Exercise 3 Match these words with their sound and their meanin 
given in the list below. The first one is done for you: 

(a) thuna! double (b)i ijJ! (c)i-*J (d)j.Us*l 

mamnQna. ihtimam. libiya; attention, grateful. Libyan. 

Exercise 4 Complete the word with the right handwritten form of hi: 

^..(e) pL.(d) ...U-*l(c) (b) • J (i 

Read your answers aloud. 

Exercise 5 Feminine (f.) ex masculine (m.)?: , 

iJUJ(e) (U(d) y(c) lijJib) </UI(l 

Read each word aloud. 

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below. 


The letters called sin and shin represent the sounds s (as m English set 
and ih (as in English she) respectively. These are joined letters; the sha 
and full forms are used like the short and full forms of . Short- form d 
and shin are shallow and rest on the line of writing The full form has 
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swoop. The two letters differ only in the dots, which are always 
as shown. 

appearances, these are not toothed letters (Unit 1, paragraph 6). 
iting, we usually ‘iron out’ the indentations of these letters 
i shallow curve, thus: 

several examples of each letter, first with indentations and printed 
then with a curve and the dots run together into a circumflex (see 
1. paragraph 3): 


-IT 

... , 

•• — * u* - 

^ ... _ 

- — 1 cT 

if 

4 4 

. ... 

CT 

4 

.... *0 

C J 

4 4 

...flMf . 


^ (T- 



A 


sana year 
ism name 


I sfain are sun letters, so the J of the article assimilates: as*, ash- 
and write: 

'A i£jl as-sana the year A — < 

al-ism the name 

al-’asas the basis ^ V — asks basis 

Shay tea .. shay* thing 

^ ash-shams the sun shams sun 

^L-i shimaii northern Jl«JL shimal north 

Jl>* su’al question • mas’ul responsible 

» 

'...U.. ta’sis/ou/i dation (the action) 

J0..V. u - 9 -laJI at-ta’sis the foundation 
maiabis clothes 
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Exercise 6 Read aloud the following signs and announcements: 



(•) 


Answers to Exercises 

Exercise 1 (al^USfl al-’almani the German 

(b) I al-Tbil the camels (c) * UVI al-'anbd* the news 

(d) c/tfl al-’ab the father (e) JjSf I al-’iwwal the first 

Exercise 2 (a)^JlibU li-l-'almani for the German 

(b) li-l-’ibil for the camels (c) * LiSl) li-l-’anbd’ for the news 

(d) -’ab for the father (e) Jjbu li-l-’iwwal for the first 


Exercise 3 (b) mamnuna grateful (c) libiya Libyan 
(d) ihtimdm attention 

Exercise 4 (a) vJ ^ nihil (b) ^ huwa (c) intibah 

(d) hamm”(e) ^ hfya 

Exercise 5 (a) almani m. (b) mamnuna f. (c) hiya f. (d) hamm m 

(e) lubnaniya f. 


Exercise 6 (a) bayt bi-l-'athath House with Furniture 
(b) intibah! CAUTION! (c) maiabis li-l-banat Clothes for Girls ] 
(d) tamahhal SLOW DOWN 


Tests 


1 Write the letters as a word. For example, (a) ^ j* ,ji is 


J 


rr 


ji(c) 


I Jl(b) 


iS * I j (e) 


v* r < <a) 
I v j i (d) 
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2 Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1. For example, (a) is 
Shams. 

3 Read aloud. For example, (a) is al-ihtim^m: 

iJliSM (c) ijLJj! (b) (a) 

iilUL (e) Sj% <d) 

4 Put into the masculine form. For example, (a) is j 

ijUJI (c) i Jl<le (b) < a > 

ijJLUJ (e) iJj^— • (d) 

5 Pronounce your answers to Test 4. For example, (a) is mamndn. 

* In the last three units you have read and written all the following 
words. Fill in the missing letter in each one, in the right form. The 
first is J , making iJLJ : 

1 ^1 .. W *u<c) r uj...i(b> 

0>.-JI(d) 

If you have difficulty, you will find word (a) in paragraph 5 above, 
(b) in paragraph 4 above, (c) in paragraph 6 above (without its 
article), and (d) and (e) in Unit 2, paragraph 3. 

Review 

In this unit we studied three common letters, one variant, and the 
important sign called himza We also finished the article al- and its 
variants; you can now make definite any noun you know. 

h this unit you also learned about feminine words and one-letter 
words. Your vocabulary now begins to expand spontaneously. 

Finally, you have read four signs with authentic Arabic wording, 
ssing your knowledge under ‘field conditions. 



4 

In this unit you will learn 

■ six more letters, all of them sun letters. 

■ about ‘dark' sounds. 

■ how to make common ‘relative’ words. 

Letters 


j zayy 

The letters called rfi and zayy represent respectively r (which is always 
rolled, wherever it occurs) and z as in English zoo. These are sun letters, 
and are disjoined. The only difference in their appearance is the dot on 
zayy 

They are deep letters, written just like j wow, but without the ring, i.e. 
they start just above or at the line of writing, and make a half-swoop 
down and a little leftwards, but not up again. Write several: 

j J J J J J 

• • • 

J > > -J J 

These letters are joined to the previous letter in the normal way, except 
that, in handwriting, when they follow a tooth which is itself preceded 
by a letter, they have a special connection. Write the handwritten forms 
for ra (zayy is exactly the same, with a dot), paying special attention to 
the connection: 

tooth + tooth 

m + tooth + r 

1 + tooth + r 

s + tooth + r 


J" 

- S' j~* 

A , •» 



4 


and th ' i° nS VOW£l * Wh “ — » * arc aknos, 
ay* darkened ,n sound; the a sounds more like u in Southern 

and thc s sounds like Che a of Engl.sh calm You will 
“; o 7 CC “ Whe " Arabs speak. InuCace if if ££ ^ 

»o«ver not wrong or unineeUigible if you don e. 

** ““ *" b " OW ' ^ « -own as, and, .to help you 

•**d and write: 

masrur pleased - — ; 

F SSj* jjj* murur traffic 

t - S' ^ nriCrnwpe .y £, m jrr , „ ^ 

U 6n lira jy Ittrto, 

V?' XJ ' *'■"*' dfv Kriyilnal nya, 

v « eTT> ij-^jrais chairman* 

az-ziy$ra , i, * ; i . . * 

* - ziy*r* Wrir 

sf *""-* 1 s * lahr auwrh lr *, /ran 

*>Ur?<.. »j L_ sayy#r* car - \ • „ s.|- . 


•Iso chief president, head (person) 


Oljj wizjr^i ministry 


* dal 
3 dhal 

SSHSr 

r-sr * disjou,ed *■ •* — ^ ** 

At first it seems they might be confused with ra and zavv B„r fh, 
■oportant differences: i a are shallow. resung out Z^Z 
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are always joined at the elbow’ ; j j are deep, and always joined at the 
head. Write several examples of dal and dhal: 



Read and write: 


o yUl 


al-’idira .... 0yV>l.. *jlil idSra administration 
ad-dirasa .. i-lji dirSsa study 

ad-di’ira . dfi’ira directorate 





mudir director.. mid rasa school 

al-’ustadh Sls-J ustadh professor 


al-ibtidi’ • UJ ibtidi’ beginning 

sayyida lady; Mrs Ju- sayyid gentleman; Mr 


Exercise 1 Whose are these office doors? Read out their titles in 
Arabic and English: 

- 1 I 1 

(a) 




(d) 


jLil 



y 


oil 


The answers to this exercise follow paragraph 4 below. 


^ -P sad 
Jp Jp dad 


Dark sounds 

These two letters represent dark’ sounds 






Tkink of the familiar sound s, represented by ^ sin (Unit 3 ). In 
Flouncing it, the tongue is high, following the curve of the palate. 
P 0 * “ y 5 again - but this ^me dropping your tongue as low as possible, 
■■king a cavity at the bottom of the mouth. The r which you pronounce 
■ this manner is dark' It is 5, which is the sound of the letter sad. 


I Utaflariy, d is a d said with low tongue, forming a cavity. It is the dark 
sexvalent of the more familiar d of j dal (paragraph 2 above). 

Am immortal Australian writer once said his countrymen enjoy ‘sin in the 

Think of the two j’s in this phrase, and the idea of light and dark 
ieaers seems less strange. 

* much for lhc sounds As to the shapes. <rid and dad are both written 
identically except for the dot. They are joined, sun letters. The short form 
pAallow. resting on the line. Also, immediately after the loop it has a 
Wilt-in tooth, which is never left out. The full form is deep, with a 
»oop. Write several: 


^ J* 

O* (J* ^ o* WR. 





cause of the tooth of short-form s$d/d4d, there are special 
mections in handwriting for s/d + m and s/d + r. Write the 
abinations (with s; those with d are identical in outline): 


S + m: 




! + r: ^ 


pronunciation, these letters darken' any adjacent a or * just as j r4 
1 4 oes (paragraph 1 above). In the list below, dark a and 4 are identified 
• •Kh a dot. Read and write: 


as -^ owt Sowt voice 

rO^ 1 tesbus > j y-0 j wusdl arrival 

‘JAr* dardra necessity ^ misr Egypt 

luW idr^b strike ... m^rld sick (m.) 
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Relatives 

4 You will have noticed a connection between such words as o LJ 
Lebanon and Lebanese. 

The first word of the pair is a noun, i.e. a word denoting a person, place, 
thing or idea (in this case, a place). The second word is either another 
noun or an adjective, i.e. a word describing a noun. We call this kind of 
word a ‘relative'. In English we have many ways of making relatives, 
but Arabic uses mostly one device, i.e. adding to the base noun. 

There are two simple rules for adding the relative ending : 

■ the base noun must be in its indefinite form, 

■ the ending can be added only to a consonant, so we must remove 
any final vowel (usually a final I 4lif or a * ta marbd(a) from the 
base noun. 

Applying the first rule, we can derive the relative U Japanese from 
jLUl Japan, taking care first to remove the article from the base noun, 
to make it indefinite. 

Applying the second rule, we can make necessity (see the list 

immediately above) into the relative daruri necessary, and 

similarly with countless other nouns ending in a vowel which we remove 
before adding the relative ending. 

Read and write these nouns, most of which you know, and their 
relatives: 




JNfT 4 
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basic q — ■V— - r.\ 

* • * 

j j main, principal (J^T* S J 

Cr^ A-*- cr-lj^ academic s^S ^ > <L» I j i 


xSj*** Egyptian .. j~tx* 

^ l^V.^LsJ primary, initial S \J^\..» IjuJ 


These relatives are in their masculine form, and indefinite. We know from 
earlier in this book that we can make such words definite (^LUI), 
feminine (i-JLL), or definite feminine (i-JLLJI). 


or 


• U«J is probably the only word of more than one letter in the Arabic 
Language that reads the same backwards as forwards. Try it. 


Exercise 2 Make the masculine relative from each of these nouns. 
Translate your answers: 

•jljj( e ) * LsJ (d) *jb|(c) (b) (a) 

Exercise 3 Make these relatives definite feminine: 

..y-vi (d) s/'Wte) t/jL***(b) 

• isralll in the masculine. Guess its meaning. 

Exercise 4 Transcribe these words, marking with a dot the dark a’s 
and a’s. Why are they dark? 

(e) ,j^UI (d) i-Jja(c) Joa j* (b) a) 

The answers to these exercises are immediately below. 

Answers to Exercises 

Exercise 1 (a) al-mudir Director (b) ar-rais Chairman 
(c) al-mum^ thth il Representative (d) al-’ustadh Professor 

Exercise 2 (a) basic (b) Egyptian 

(c) ^jl administrative (d) I JJJ I primary, initial 

(e)^jlJj ministerial 


Exercise 3 (a) (c) (d) 4 -JLjI jSi I 

Exercise 4 (a) darura. two a s next to r. one next to d (b) marid, a 
next to r (c) dirSsa first a next to r (d) al-ba$, a next to $ (e) none 

Tests 

1 Write, paying attention to special connections 

r li(c) r Li*l(b) 

^Ui(e) 

2 Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1 . 

3 Read aloud: 

^(c) (a) 

UUSfL (e) ^iLsfl (d) 

4 Give the base word from which the relative is derived. Translate the 
base word and the relative: 

^jtal(c) (a) 

(e) <L ; .l) (d) 

5 Pronounce your answers to Test 4. For example, (a) is asis. 

6 Fill in the missing letter in each word: 

*j-..il(b) Jl (a) 

(e) * .. «ti)l(d) 


ySjJs* ( d > 


Review 


In this unit we studied six more letters, including the last four 
disjoined ones and a pair with 'dark' sounds. You also learned how 
to derive ‘relatives'. This is a big step forward, as there are hundreds 
of such derived words. You can say that you have added about 10% 
to your vocabulary at one stroke. 

Keep writing. Perhaps your main objective in following this book is 
to learn how to read; but it is writing which will fix things in your 
memory. 

We have done most of the alphabetical section of this book. There 
are ten letters to go, all of them in groups or pairs like most of the 
others; and three more curiosities'. 

You will have noticed that, because some letters have alternative 
forms or special connections, you have to think ahead as you write. 
That gets easier when you begin to see the whole word in your mind; 
and that comes with practice. 
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In this unit you will learn 

■ seven more letters, with their pronunciation. 

■ when and how to join these letters, 

■ words which you can read and write using the seven letters. 

■ more about stress. 


Letters 

1 


JT •> j* m 


ha 


kha 


A family of joined letters, each with a short and full form used exactly 
like those of . The only difference between these three is the dot. 


£ jim sounds like j in English jam in most Arab countries. In Egypt it 
sounds like hard g in English go. We use the sound j in this book. 


£ ha is a heavy A; it is the sound made when we breathe on glass to 
clean it. To an Arab it sounds quite distinct from » ha. which we learned 
in Unit 3. Try to make the distinction yourself. 

represents the sound of ch in Scottish loch or Welsh hach. 

The short forms are shallow, resting on the line of writing. The full forms 
are deep, with a reverse half-swoop Q , the head still resting on the line. 

Read and write a line of each letter, starting at its top left-hand comer: 


• £ -• 

^ 

• £ 

-> 

£ 

. . -> 

& 



& ... 

. * 

& 




£ 


C- 


• C • 

-> 

• c 

.> 

-c 

^ 


I 
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a or a next to £ is often (not always) pronounced dark. Imitate what 
hear. Don't be confused by the transcription of £ ha; it is not a dark 
ktttr We transcribe it in this manner merely to distinguish it from » ha 

Read and write a few new words: 

janubl southern up» janub south 

dukhdl entry* khurOj exit* 

• the action. Th e place is m^Khraj or midkhal, see below. 

^Tien one of these letters is joined to a previous joined letter in print, 
(he connection is often at the right-hand comer of the £ etc.; in 
handwriting we make the connection at the beginning of the outline, 
re the left-hand comer. Compare print with handwriting below (for £ 
o«ty; the others go the same way); practise the handwritten forms: 

handwriting print 


moth + j 




teeth + j 

£ 

-f £- 

-*w 

■♦J 

i. 

J £ 


j 

£ 

... ^ 

jy 



- y 2 - 

JV. 

4 omd so on. 

with other preceding joined letters) 



i and write: 


La* iii ISjna committee. £ ihtijaj objection 

ajnabl foreign £ U»\ .£&) int^j production 

J*** - m^dkha 1 entrance £ ^ ^ mdfchraj exit 

— •Jf' ' 4*1^1 intikh§b election y I jL>i akhbSr news 

.- j • 0 

o' ^ ^ klias? private, special, particular 


2 


J* ta 
j? za 


The letters called \% and zS are joined letters, yet they have only one 
form each. It is tall, and always rests on the line. Despite the similarity 
with (Unit 4, paragraph 3), the loop of these letters has no tooth-like 
projection after it, as does ^ Write a line of these letters, first the loop, 
then the upright: 

J? ± ± k k 

> > J* > k> k 


These are sun letters with dark sounds. Just as is the dark equivalent 
(tongue low, with cavity) of ^ . so J? is the dark equivalent of O . and 
is the dark equivalent of j . We transcribe J* with and with ? . As 
you might guess, any neighbouring a or i is darkened. In the list given 
below, we dot these two vowels for clarity. Read and write: 

...y.Oe*. jilt* matar airport (4’ira aeroplane 

w^tani national j jbj w£tan nation 

khatt line shurta police 

WUu' Ulkl MUya Italy UUjl^ baritaniya Britain 

M > khatar danger. khatir dangerous 



r 3 * 

A «la'.4 


tanzim organisation (the activity) 
munazT^ma organisation (the body) 
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t*«rc»S€ 2 Fill in the missing letter: 

4*..-U(e) ^Jl..-2*l(d) V 1 — ^*1(0 (b) J (a) 

Exercise 3 List at least twelve nouns beginning with a sun letter, and 
* least twelve nouns beginning with another (i.e. a moon ) letter 

Make them all definite with the article. Read your answers aloud, and 
ffanslate them. 

| taercise 4 Write, in the masculine singular, all the words you can 
ember denoting a nationality. Now write all the words you can 

rmber denoting a profession or function. Read everything aloud 
translate. 

I The answers to Exercises 1 and 2 follow paragraph 4. 







kre comes probably the most difficult sound in the Arabic language. It 
i the sound of the letter 9ayn, which we transcribe with 9, since no 
■er in our alphabet comes anywhere near its sound. Say to yourself the 
me Maggie. Keep repeating it, but as you do so, try to stop making 

, mU Ct ,n your throat for lhe gg- »n the middle, i.e. let the middle 
assonant become more and more vague until it feels no more than a 
^ip You are probably saying something like ^ m*9i with me. Now 
i » again, but get to the target sound faster. Say it again and again until 

^ Can h,t il flTSt Ume ’ w,thou ‘ Maggie s help. The correct sound is a 
like the name Marie as pronounced in French, but without the 
t of the French r. 

sound of the other letter, which we transcribe as gh, is the hard’ 
talent of hh, for which see paragraph 1 above, k sounds somewhat 
^ French r of Marie, but shorter. 

t"d t are l 01 " ed letters The two short forms rest on the line, and the 
fnU forms have a reverse half-swoop like r The different forms are 
■cd as follows: 


Tbe 



■ -£ and .& are written at the beginning of a word, or in the middle of 
a word after a disjoined letter, 

■ and -a- are written in the middle of a word after a joined letter, 

■ £ and £. are written at the end of a word after a joined letter, 

■ ^and ^are written at the end of a word after a disjoined letter, or 
when standing alone. 

Or we can put it far more simply: the ‘solid' forms stand after a joined 
letter, and the ‘open’ forms stand everywhere else. 

Write several of each: 




Je- 

^ 

s 

-f. 

-X- 

.. .. -ft 

• 

-£ 




.. 



J*- 




• 

*41^ 

■"tr 

jL 

M_ 

*_ 

. . 

fl^. 

n_ 

c 

• 



c 

c 

c 

c 

'p* 

t 

c 



C 

G> 

C 

e 

c 

L 

£ 

c> 

c 

* 

c 



c 

>•••• 

c 

•> 

t 

> 

c 

f 


Read and write: 


f** si9r price 9amm general, public 

m2f9am restaurant^ U-V* ifcliu* sin29a industry 
r 1 " mu9£llim teacher usb09 week 

shari9 street ^Ll>l ijtim*9 meeting 

(j/x/lJ* fth^rbi western y/ gharb west 

J j w. t .4 mashghul busy .. m^blagh sum 


Stress 

LJ?bZ7 h aVe maited U ’ e <S “ VBU ' ^ 4 > with an 

S<reSS 15 ato ° S ' entirely regular ' ** we ca " and 

4^r. simple rules: 

■ *> **» MU on the las. so-called heavy- syllable if there is one 
A heavy syllable is one with either 

* l !™ e ™ We ‘ «■ *■ *> M » vowel-combination (ay. „ w) 
followed by a consonant (b.j.detc) binayat, marid, usbul, 

• or a short vowel (a, 1. followed by two consonants* or a 
doubled consonant: mSblash.murnauuhil. 

* Remember that consonants transcribed with underlining (Jh, 
SD etc.) are single consonants in Arabic. 

■ if there is no heavy syUable. the find syllable is stressed ana 

Z*:TZ: : emCnlS m """ “ d - - runted When 

■ the article al-, at- (etc.), 

■ any vowel (long or short) or vowel-combination ending a word 

“ folloWln * con$ onant. Note that hamza. although not 

tm alphabencal letter, counts as a consonant, so that a word like 
da does no. end in a vowel; its final syllable counts as heavy 

th« we have the rules, we no longer need to mart the stress in the 


Eaercise 5 Read the signs: 



E-trci*. 6 Mark die stress with an accent on these transcribed words 
ord-forms which we have not yet studied 

a-masitgitulin (b,maha t ta (c, infill bat (d) tarbiya 
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UNIT 5 


Exercise 7 Complete the word with the right form of ^or 

U..(e) ..-L«(d) iJ..- (c) Jj— Li(b) ...Li>l(a) 

Exercise 8 Write in Arabic (putting any relatives or other adjectives in 
the m. form), and pronounce your answers, taking care with the stress: 
(a) the meeting (b) daily (c) monthly (d) arrival (e) south 
(0 the week (g) electoral (h) the school (j) Italian (k) administrative 

Exercise 9 Reading. Covering everything but the printed Arabic, read 
again, column by column, the ‘Read and write’ paragraphs of this unit. 

The answers to Exercises 5 to 8 are immediately below. 


Answers to Exercises 

Exercise 1 (a) ibil CAMELS* (b) ba $ BUS (c) kh*tar DANGER 
Exercise 2 (a) I (b) (c)*-»UcJl (d)^lju^l (e)<ula :<• 
Exercise 5 (a) shur(a (b) makhraj (c) madkhal (d) shimal 
Exercise 6 (a) mashghufin (b) mahdtta (c) intikhabat (d) tarbiya 
Exercise 7 (a) I (b) Jj it .la (c)4*Ll« (d)^JL« (e)^l* 
Exercise 8 (a) al-ijtima9 (b) ybumi 

(c) sh^hri (d) wusOI (e)c^>janub 
(f)£j~*S/l al-’usb09 (g)^UcJl intikhabi (h) i— ijjll al-madrasa 
(j)^JUajl itaii (k) idari 

* This picturesque desen-road warning should be taken seriously, 
especially if visibility is poor. In a collision, most animals fall under the 
car. But the camel is hit below his knees, with possibly appalli— 
consequences for both man and beast. The stricken and struggli 
animal, his already considerable weight increased by the impact, co 
crashing through the car roof. a 


The camel deserves respect. He is silent and can be swift. And the de: 
is his. 
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Tests 

1 Read aloud and translate these words: 

yilJI (c) iljj— (b) (a) 

> UdJ V I (e) Jl 4 (d) 

2 Arrange these in the order of their size, biggest first: 

(c) AmmJI (b) 

^l(d) 

3 Make a relative, in the indefinite masculine form, from each noun. 
Give its meaning: 

(c) * IjujI (b) itllLxJI (a) 

LjlLu^(e) UlkJ(d) 

4 Write: 

(a) at-ta’sis (b) an-nihal (c) mas’ula 

(d) al-makhraj (e) ad-duRhul 

Review 

In this unit we covered seven more joined letters, two of them sun 
letters with dark sounds; and many useful new words. You also 
learned how to stress correctly any word in the language. 

The next unit gives us the remaining three letters and three 
‘curiosities’, rounding off the alphabetical part of this book. 




